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October 29, 2024

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Minority Leader of the United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Chuck Schumer,
Majority Leader of the United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader of the United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Johnson, Leader Jeffries, Leader Schumer, and Leader McConnell:

As members of the Medicare Mental Health Workforce Coalition, we are writing to urge your
support for H.R. 7623, the Telehealth Modernization Act, introduced by Reps. Lisa Blunt
Rochester (D-DE) and Buddy Carter (R-GA). We urge Congress to pass H.R. 7623 before the end
of the year. The Telehealth Modernization Act currently has nearly 19 bipartisan cosponsors
and was passed by the House Energy and Commerce Committee on September 18.

The Medicare Mental Health Workforce Coalition is comprised of national and state
organizations collectively representing hundreds of thousands of mental health and addiction
disorder providers, patients, families of patients, payers and other stakeholders in the mental
health provider system.

The Telehealth Modernization Act is bipartisan legislation that would extend the COVID-19 era
telehealth policies through December 31, 2026. This vital legislation includes expanding
originating sites to include the home, permitting Community Health Centers (CHCs) and Rural
Health Clinics (RHCs) to bill Medicare for telehealth services, allowing for more physicians to bill
Medicare for telehealth visits and allowing for telemental health visits to occur without a six-
month in-person requirement. Unlike a similar bill passed by the Ways and Means Committee,
H.R. 7623 also ensures payment parity for all telehealth services billed to Medicare through
2026, which is essential for maintaining equitable access to care. In 2021 and 2022, Congress



passed legislation requiring Medicare to permanently extend the telehealth waivers for
behavioral health services, except for waiving the six-month in-person visit requirement.
Without Congressional action, the six-month in-person visit requirement will expire at the end
of the year.

The Coalition supports in-person care when it is clinically appropriate; however, the current
policy slated to take effect next year applies this in-person requirement to all patients with
mental health conditions regardless of whether such a visit is needed or wanted. This process
will interrupt the delivery of needed mental health care anywhere. We firmly oppose this
arbitrary in-person requirement which would disrupt the 80 percent of Medicare beneficiaries
who have chosen to see a provider virtually without an in-person visit.

The Telehealth Modernization Act not only extends the waiver of the in-person requirement,
which is crucial for continued access to care, but also ensures payment parity for all telehealth
services billed to Medicare. This is particularly important for Marriage and Family Therapists
and Mental Health Counselors, as it guarantees that these providers and other mental health
professionals can continue to provide high-quality care without financial disincentives, whether
working in RHCs, CHCs, or other settings. The legislation also would align with current policy for
individuals seeking medical services or substance use disorder services which have no in-person
requirements.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the flexibility of telehealth services proved to be a lifeline for
millions of Americans, particularly those in rural and underserved areas. Telehealth enabled
mental health providers to maintain continuity of care and expand access to those who might
otherwise struggle to receive the mental health support they need. Even as the pandemic has
waned, the demand for telemental health services remains strong.

We strongly encourage the House and Senate to pass H.R. 7623. Your leadership on this issue
will help sustain the progress we've made in improving access to mental health services for all
Americans.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy
American Counseling Association

American Mental Health Counselors Association
California Association of Marriage and Family Therapists
National Board for Certified Counselors

Network of Jewish Human Service Agencies



